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         Name __________________________ 

 

 

 

 

1. _________________ evidence can be generally defined as objects or materials that have retained the 

characteristics of other objects or materials through direct contact. _________________, tool 

_________________, and _________________ tracks are examples of impression evidence. 

 

2. Impressions may be found in or on many different types of material, such as hard flooring, paper, dirt, 

mud, dust, blood, etc.  

 

3. The _________________ of the impression depends on the _________________ making the impression 

and the _________________. For example, not all tires and all surfaces will provide useful tire tracks. If the 

surface is ____________ or semi-soft, such as mud, dirt, or snow, the tire will leave an imprint under the 

weight of the vehicle. If the surface is____________, such as road pavement, the tire might still leave a trace 

if dirt or dust was present.  

 

4. Tire tracks are extremely important in forensic investigations and are usually found in road 

_________________ scenes or in the access and _________________ routes of other crime scenes. Tracks 

help investigators identify the _________________ that left them. 

 

Directions:  
 

Step 1:  Get a large piece of white paper from your teacher, an ink pad, paper towels, and a ruler. You will  

  also need a pen or pencil. 
 

Step 2:  Gently roll a car over the ink pad several times to cover all the sides of the tires. 
 

Step 3:  Gently roll the car on the white paper for a length of 5-6” and label the tracks with the car’s letter.   
  Caution: You will want to apply enough pressure to get a good impression, but not too hard that  

  you damage the vehicle, its tires, or the ink pad. 
 

Step 4:  Roll the car on a piece of paper towel to remove excess ink and pass it along to another group. 
 

Step 5:  Analyze the tire tracks to identify unique characteristics, such as blank spots, evidence of tire wear,  

  curved tracks, etc.  Use a highlighter to mark each characteristic you find. 
 

 

Try a few practice tracks on the back of this worksheet! 


